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The Governor’s Cup Selection Committee will select 12 skippers from sailors who will not 
have reached their 23rd birthday by July 25, 2020 and who submit a Request for Invitation 
(“RFI”) by April 10, 2020. Decisions of the Selection Committee will be announced no later 
than April 24, 2020. Crews, also subject to the age limit, will be 3 or 4 sailors with a 

combined weight of no more than 579lbs/262.5kg. The NOR, event brochure and RFI forms are posted on the Governor’s Cup website 
(govcupracing.com). The selection committee may choose to invite highly ranked sailors who file an RFI at any time after receipt so early RFI submittal 
is encouraged.   

Note RFI Deadline is April 10, 2020 —  For more information, see back page. 

 

The Governor’s Cup is the oldest and most pres gious youth match racing event in the world and is the first age-limited 
event to achieve Grade 1 status from World Sailing, which it was granted in 2018 (regrading request pending for 2019). Its alumni 
represent many of the greatest sailors in the world. “GovCup” alums have won the America’s Cup, Congressional Cup, the World 
Match Racing Tour, mul ple Olympic medals and—although perhaps the most different kind of racing possible—the Round the 
World Race! Alums are fixtures at the top of the World Match Racing Open Rankings—as of this wri ng, the #2 and #5 ranked 
skippers are both GovCup winners with other alums appear throughout the top of the list.   

Heard of James Spithill? Harry Price? Nick Egnot-Johnson?  
Leonard Takahashi? Chris Steele? Taylor Canfield? Nevin Snow? 

They’ve all been here. Shouldn’t you be too? 
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“Governor’s Cup 22s” provided to each team: “T” keel, 
masthead spinnakers, open cockpit 

The boats are great in light air but yes, they also plane! 

Get to know your competitors at barbecues, taco night, 
receptions and “BeerCan Regatta” 

Extensive media coverage with live morning shows, five-
camera streaming coverage with live commentary of 
racing on Friday and Saturday, Monday night dinner and 
two press conferences. Yes, we can make you famous 
(or even more so)! 

Most meals are included in the entry fee, housing is 
provided by BYC families and the “swag bags” are great! 

BYC and its 850 members look forward to carrying on a 54 year Governor’s 
Cup tradition and welcoming the best young match racers in the world to the 
Club and to Newport Beach in July of this year.   

While racing will be held in the Pacific Ocean off the city, the Club is located in 
Newport Harbor, the largest small boat harbor in the United States with over 
9,000 boats. The competitors will have the opportunity to race in the harbor if 

they wish by joining one of the big boats sailing in the summer “BeerCan 
Regatta” after the racing on Thursday.  

Balboa Yacht Club was founded in 1922 and has some 850 members. 
Members have won Olympic medals, world championships, sailed in the 
America’s Cup, and twice have been named Rolex U.S. Yachtsman of the 
Year.   

Newport  Beach is a thriving business and residential community of over 
90,000 residents and is one of the primary sailing centers in the United 
States.  Sailing conditions generally feature onshore winds of 6-14 knots with 
a light chop.  

Modern match racing sailors get to travel all 
over the world but ask any “GovCup” veteran 
and they’ll tell you Balboa Yacht Club and 
Newport Beach, California are hard to top! 

Balboa Yacht Club 
and Newport Beach 

The Boats, 
Media, Free 
Stuff, Etc. 



• The Governor’s Cup is an invitational event. Twelve or more teams will be selected 
and invited by the Governor’s Cup Selection Committee.  

• Crews may be composed of three or four persons with a maximum weight of 579 
lbs/262.5kg.  

• All crew members must be under the age of 23 on July 25, 2020.  

• The event is expected to be at least a World Sailing Grade 2 event. Pending the final 
skipper selection and given World Sailing’s retroactive upgrade to Grade 1 for the 
2018 event and a pending upgrade for 2019, Grade 1 status is likely to again be  
possible. All skippers must have a World Sailing number in order to earn ranking 
points for the regatta. To register go to www.sailing.org/isafsailor  

• The Committee may invite certain skippers at any time who are either ranked highly 
in the World Sailing Open or Women’s Match Racing Rankings, and have exceptional 
records in international events including the Governor’s Cup.   

• The winner of the U.S. Youth Match Racing Championship for the Rose Cup will 
also receive an invitation if he or she has indicated a desire to sail in the 
Governor’s Cup by filing a Request for Invitation (“RFI”) by the deadline. For 
information on the U.S. Youth Match Racing Championship for the Rose Cup, 
please go to: www.ussailing.org/compe on/championships/2020-u-s-youth-
match-racing-championship/  

• The winner of the 2019 ICSA Intercollegiate (U.S.) Match Racing Championship will 
also be invited, if age eligible, and he or she has filed a Governor’s Cup RFI. 

• The great majority of invitees will be selected from among skippers submitting a 
complete RFI by the deadline of Friday, April 10, 2020. The selection will be 
designed to produce a diverse fleet of the best youth match racing talent worldwide. 
Invited skippers will be notified no later than Friday, April 24, 2020. Criteria 
considered by the Selection Committee are available on the Governor’s Cup website 
listed below.  

• All information necessary to prepare a Governor’s Cup RFI, including forms, is 
available for download at www.govcupracing.com under “Race Documents”. 
Potential entrants may also obtain a Request for Invitation package by telephoning 
the Club at the number below or sending an email to the email address also listed 
below. 

• The Notice of Race is also posted on the govcupracing.com website.  

• The entry fee is $1,000 but covers almost all meals during the event. Housing is 
provided by BYC families.  

For More Information: 

Christine Robertson-Gribben, 2020 Regatta Chair 
Balboa Yacht Club 

 

Becky Lenhart, Waterfront Director 
Phone: 949-673-3515 Extension 133 

Fax: 949-673-8937 

Email: sailing@balboayachtclub.com 
Governor’s Cup website is www.govcupracing.com 

 

Regatta Information &  
Requesting an Invitation 


