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As of the posting of the NoR, RFI link and other information to the Governor’s Cup website 

www.govcupracing.com, there are some promising signs of getting the COVID pandemic under 

control in 2021. But, as of the above date, there are still significant restrictions on international 

travel and, in some cases, domestic travel, which vary from country to country and U.S. state to 

state, but can include outright travel prohibitions, mandatory quarantine periods, or required 

COVID testing.  

Balboa Yacht Club is fortunate to have member Dr. Rob Bray as “Fleet Surgeon” of the Club and 

to have his practice, Disc Sports and Spine Center, as the presenting sponsor for the Cup. In 

addition to being a world renown neurosurgeon, Dr. Bray has significant experience in the 

infectious disease field which is applicable directly to the issues giving rise to travel restrictions.  

The Club’s and Dr. Bray’s optimistic view is that by the time the Governor’s Cup is held in late 

July, the world COVID situation will be greatly improved as the current and new vaccinations are 

more widely distributed and therapies improve even more than they have to date. In fact, led by 

Dr. Bray and the Club’s officers, BYC was able to successfully host a U.S. Sailing “Championship 

of Champions” last fall with strict COVID proposals in place and the situation now seems improved 

from that time period. BYC, Dr. Bray, and the Governor’s Cup Committee will constantly monitor 

the situation and periodic changes in travel restrictions as the months go by but as of now, we 

would recommend that if you are interested in sailing in the Governor’s Cup, you file a Request 

for Invitation any time from now through the April 9, 2021 deadline for RFI’s.  

Dr. Bray will periodically adjust planned health protocols for the event which may include onsite 

testing or any other measures he feels will assist in minimizing the effect of the COVID situation 

this summer. He and the Club intend to make it the safest possible regatta to be held this summer 

in the United States.  

If a skipper receives an invitation from the Governor’s Cup Selection Committee, and 

circumstances later prevent or greatly hinder travel by teams from other countries to the United 

States or impose undue hardships related to quarantine requirements upon their return to their 

home country, the Governor’s Cup Committee will allow invitees to withdraw your acceptance of 

the invitation by June 30, 2021.  

We believe this is the best way to encourage, as usual, the best young match racers in the world 

to file RFIs while at the same time, recognizing this highly unusual situation, and keeping all 

competitors, volunteers, and spectators safe.  

We will update this guidance periodically with more specific plans for a healthy “GovCup” over 

the next few months. Meanwhile questions are welcome. Please contact Andy Rose at 

roselaw7@aol.com or 949-723-5806. 
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